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cause for their reluctance. Cultivators, marking the
upward movement in world's prices, again were holding
up stocks. In 1915 the same situation had arisen and
been overcome through the good offices of the Egyptian
Government. Now the Army appealed afresh to that
authority, and uncomplainingly the latter accepted
the burden. To give the Civil Administration the
necessary power, the Commander-in-Chief invested
their representatives with powers under martial law.

The Government also were by no means easy upon
the subject of their own food-supply. Since the re-
strictions imposed upon cotton planting in 1915, no
practical step had been taken to increase stocks. The
tendency to grow cotton in place of cereals had re-
turned with renewed vigour,1 and a discouraging wheat
crop of 1917 had resulted. ^Further appeals to agri-
culturists to adopt a less selfish policy were recognized
as useless, and in despair the Government had nomi-
nated a Food Adviser. The step was not very successful.
What Egypt wanted at that point was not an lAdviser,
but a Dictator. The occupant of the post, finding his
independence hampered, resigned, and the harassed
Ministers substituted a Control Board. But before the
"Adviser left he succeeded at least in persuading the
Government again to limit the area of the coming
cotton crop. In a decree dated the 8th September
1917 the Council of Ministers spoke in no uncertain
tone of the critical position of the national food-supply.2
The country was warned that the existing production
of cereals was insufficient for the needs of the popu-
lation, and any pretence that restriction was intended

1  The percentage of cotton to the crop area of perennially irrigated
land increased from 25 in 1894 to 44 in 1914.   In the next four years
the respective percentages were as follows:   28 in 1915 (planting
restricted), 40 in 1916, 39 in 1917, and 31 in 1918 (planting restricted).

2  The cultivation of cotton in the basin areas of Upper Egypt
was prohibited, and restricted elsewhere to one-third of the cultivable
land,